
Future Skills 

Questionnaire:

An Insight Into 

Learners’ Needs & 
Aspirations



The Future Skills Questionnaire 

(FSQ):

• Captures learner voice

• Establishes the measure of 

career readiness

• Allows comparison

• Offers an insight into 

career-related knowledge 

and skills at LCR, borough 

and institution level

Future Skills Questionnaire

FSQ



A data-driven approach increasingly 
key to planning and delivering 

careers education.

FSQ has real value - data allows:

• Insight
• Tracking – change & trends

• Planning – aligning provision 

with needs 
• Better delivery & impact

Future Skills Questionnaire

FSQ



Respond 

directly to 
learner voice 

and learner 
perception

Identify trends 

and gaps in 
provision

Identify 
learners at 

risk of 

becoming 
NEET, arrange 

interventions

Help to tailor 

activities to 
individual 

needs

Measure the 

progress of 
learners 

career-
readiness 

over time 

The Value of FSQ to Schools

Reporting Mechanism

• Demonstrates needs and drives 

planning

• Allows for more targeted investment 

and use of resources

Sharing Information to:

• Support careers conversations with 

learners, employers and 

stakeholders i.e. Ofsted

• Improve positive outcomes for 

learners – making CEIAG more 

relevant



https://youtu.be/J_5GKJQ

zig8



So What Is FSQ Telling Us?



Emerging 
Messages

• LCR performing well generally in comparison to national 

baseline – some real strengths emerging

• Progress is not always linear across time & needs of learners do 

change – requiring us to adapt to meet those needs
• At LCR level:

• There is a strong correlation between learner needs and 

interests and the work undertaken to promote growth 

sectors

• There are gaps where we need to focus more attention to 
address learner needs & promote understanding of 

opportunities i.e. sports and leisure, animal care and hair 

and beauty

• Need to promote opportunities more in other sectors i.e. 

Visitor Economy, logistics / Freeport and Green Skills
• Need to promote websites such as BeMore and FAA more 

effectively (knowledge recall)

• Explain recruitment processes more effectively 

• 1 in 2 still not confident about next steps post Year 11



FSQ – Comparison of National & LCR Performance  



Title  



Trends 
Throughout 
School 

Comparison at Yrs 7, 11 and 12 provides useful insight:

- Sports and leisure whilst tailing off (69% to 25%) remains highly 

attractive

- Engineering grows in popularity (33% - 36%)

- Learners increasingly interested in construction grows

- Care and nursing growing but still low numbers

- None of the above (35%-30%) suggests number of students with 

no clear career preferences is decreasing but still high

- Procurement and cleaning will have recruitment challenges !



Starting Secondary  



GCSE Years 



Post 16 study 
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